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PREFACE 
In the recent years, ‘going green’ has been trending as a significant move towards 
handling issues pertaining environmental degradation and the effects of development. 
In order to create a built environment that meets the needs of the present without 
compromising the necessities of the future, it is crucial for us to reflect back on our 
responsibilities as a society, or ‘ummah’ while protecting the environment. Hence, 
UMRAN2014 with the theme ‘Fostering Ecosphere in the Built Environment’ aims to 
expand this discussion further through disseminating new findings and ideas from 
multidisciplinary perspectives. The seminar format was four sessions and one keynote 
speaker, within eight hour time frame (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.).  
The first session dealt with the ecological approach involving the characterization on 
how the environment influences the abundance, availability of a given resource in 
creating sustainable design. The second session focused on innovation of technology 
in a way to improve living standards of all people. The third session deliberated on the 
interrelationship between spaces, inequality, ethnicity and well being to enrich the 
quality of life regards in their needs in supporting sustainable way. The last session 
presented the strategies in achieving the value of uniqueness of the character of 
physical and form of the community by embracing the environment through 
conserving and preserving the beauty of culture and arts.  The speakers included staff, 
postgraduate students and undergraduate students from related background of the 
borders. Substantial time was allotted for interaction between the speakers and the 
audience. A major goal of this event was to raise awareness of ecological living 
environment as a whole where it is not only to cater the ‘environment’. Indeed, 
environmental protection focuses more on keeping our air, land and water clean and 
healthy.  
The first session, titled Exceeding the Norm of Sustainability  in Built Environment 
upon the dynamic concept  in which it is related to the action taken  from different 
fields in the built environment by taking extra cautions when dealing with the 
environment by understanding the impact  of each design idea in lined  with the 
guideline of  having environmental-friendly living. 
The second session, titled Green Technology Innovation as an Indicator for Emerging 
Challenges focused on the creative approaches based on a new idea that can enriched 
well-developed built environment. This enables us to meet the ways of solving the 
needs of society in the manner that can continue indefinitely into the future without 
damaging or depleting natural resources.  Speakers addressed the application of 
knowledge in science and technology that will bring innovations and changes in daily 
life and healthy environment. 
The third session, titled Vitalizes Built Environment as Catalyst for Heartier 
Community dealt with improving places and spaces, including buildings, parks, and 
transportation systems for community well-being. Speakers tend to observe, explore 
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and experiment the needs of the community in supporting their lives through 
sustainable way. Speakers also discussed on the built environment as valuable 
aesthetic dimension in the society and encourage critical self-reflection to create 
public realm throughout society. 
The last session, titled Culture and Art towards Enhancing the Quality of Life where 
speakers highlighted on the impact of culture and arts values as the mean to create 
sense of well-being as well as by outlining the idea of enlivening the community 
value and enriching culture as strategies towards better quality of life. 
In conclusion, as with most environmental issues, built environment can have 
significant positive and negative effects. It is man-made surroundings that provide the 
setting for human activities, ranging from large scale of surrounding to the small 
personal shelters which somehow impacted the natural environment. A good design in 
the built environment is those that can enhance the development and well-being of 
future generations and supports healthier and happier communities. Thus, Fostering 
Ecosphere in the Built Environments is an inspirational description of the theme for 
this seminar and is able to respond effectively on embedding sustainable 
environmentally design approach towards enriching the quality of life.  
 
 
 
 
  
UMRAN2014: Fostering Ecosphere In The Built Environment 
 
viii 
 
ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
In the name of Allah, the Most Gracious and the Most Merciful 
First of all, we want to express all praise and thankful to Allah because of His Grace, 
Power and Mercy that this seminar is finally completed.  
As a final note and on behalf of the organizing UMRAN2014, we wish to thank all the 
people involved for their interests and stimulating contributions to the success of this 
seminar. A special thanks to IIUM Rector, Prof. Dato' Dr. Zaleha Kamarudin and 
Dean of Kulliyyah of Architecture and Environmental Design, Prof. Sr. Dr. 
Khairuddin Abdul Rashid for giving us support in conducting UMRAN2014 this year. 
We would like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to all those academicians, 
organizations and experts who contributed to the deliberations in this seminar either 
by presenting the papers or attending as a participant. We also acknowledge the 
efforts put in by the officers and staff of the Department of Landscape Architecture 
IIUM for putting considerable efforts to make this seminar a success under the 
supervision and guidance from Asst. Prof. Dr. Aniza Abu Bakar, the Chairman of 
UMRAN2014, with Asst. Prof Dr. Nor Zalina Harun, the Head, Department of 
Landscape Architecture, as the advisor. 
We are indebted to all seminar paper reviewers for their prompt and devoted 
professional evaluations that are important in conducting this seminar. The organizers 
are also grateful to all participants, academicians and students from the department of 
Landscape Architecture, Architecture, Urban and Regional Planning, Applied Art and 
Design and Quantity Surveying. Our warm appreciation to researches, consultants 
from building environment, government officials and others associated with the built 
environment for their contribution in the organizing of UMRAN2014 seminar. We 
hope this publication will help to expand broad view towards handling issues 
pertaining environmental degradation and become the platform for new findings and 
ideas from a multidisciplinary perspective, organizations and individuals in the field.  
UMRAN2014 Organizing Committee 
 
 
 
 
